Quantitative and qualitative home assessment of primary caretaker-child interactions in lower socioeconomic families.
Assessment is an important component of nursing management of at-risk children. Low socioeconomic status and intrauterine growth retardation are often considered to be risk factors for developmental disabilities. Home visitation is often suggested as a way to assess adult-child interactions. In this article, the author provides information about assessments conducted in lower socioeconomic homes and difficulties encountered in conducting them. She raises several questions for consideration as a result of her efforts to assess home environments and primary caregiver-child interactions of children with intrauterine growth retardation.